
3LENTEN

HIKES
HIKE #1: ARROYO TRABUCO
Saturday, March 4 • 9 AM

This is an easy hike with very little elevation change and a smooth 
dirt road. We start on Arroyo Vista just north of the golf course and 
hike south along the river. When we get to the first crossing, we’ll 
head back to our cars. 
This is such a spectacular hike, especially if you haven’t been on 
this section of trail recently. In an effort to return this watershed 
back to its original condition 
and to allow for the return 
of steel head trout, agencies 
have been removing a wild 
grass (Arundo dunax) that 
has been clogging up the 
river. What was once a tunnel 
of “bamboo” forest has 
been opened wide, allowing 
light and native plants to 
reestablish themselves in the 
arroyo.

JUST THE FACTS:
Distance: about 3 miles total
Terrain: easy
Elevation: mostly flat
Drinking Water: no
Bathrooms: no
Pets: no



3LENTEN

HIKES
HIKE #2: ALISO CREEK
Saturday, March 18 • 9 AM

This is a moderate hike just under 3 miles. The terrain is about 2/3 
paved bike path and 1/3 dirt road. We start at the parking lot off 
El Toro just south of the bridge to Saddleback Church (you must 
enter going west on El Toro from Marguerite Pkwy). We head east 
towards the mountains and turn up Glenn Ranch Road to walk along 
the bluffs near the new condo development. We stop here for some 
spectacular views towards the ocean and head down into some 
wilderness and back to the 
parking lot. 

JUST THE FACTS:
Distance: about 3 miles total
Terrain: easy
Elevation: about 500’ gain
Drinking Water: 1/2 way
Bathrooms: no
Pets: yes



3LENTEN

HIKES
HIKE #3: SAN CLEMENTE NORTH BEACH
Saturday, April 1 • 5 PM

This is an easy hike along the beach, beginning at North Beach near 
the Amtrak Station and heading south to the pier and back. The 
total distance is just 2 miles and there’s almost no elevation gain. 
You will be rewarded with views of the beach (hopefully no fog) 
and lots of people and dog watching, too. We’ll linger on the pier 
(without dogs) and head back to the cars. If you have the time, stay 
for dinner at the Beach Hut deli in the same parking lot. 

JUST THE FACTS:
Distance: about 2 miles total
Terrain: easy
Elevation: none
Drinking Water: yes
Bathrooms: yes
Pets: yes (except on pier)


